
Level K • Unit 10 • Week 4

PROMISE OF THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT

OBJECTIVE:
Through the story of Samuel as a boy the students will learn about the Fifth Commandment to show
respect to your parents.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Ask: How many of you have ever spent the night away from your parents? 

What is the longest time you’ve been away from your parents? How did it make you feel?

Do: Get their responses—happy, excited, sad, homesick.

Ask: Did you take anything special with you for the overnight? What items did you bring? 

Say: Today we are going to hear a Bible story about a young boy, Samuel, whose parents
allowed him to spend many nights away from them. His mother made a coat for him
every year. When he wore the clothes, they would comfort him when he would miss his
parents. Let’s see what happened and what we can learn from his story.

BIBLE LESSON:
Say: Our story today is in the book of 1 Samuel chapters 1 and 2. 

Do: Turn to this book in your Bible. You read from the Bible, use the version that follows or
tell it in your own words.

One day a woman named Hannah went to the house of God to pray. Eli, the high priest
saw her crying and asked her why she was so sad. Hannah replied that she had been
married for years, but she didn’t have any children. She had come to ask God to give her
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a child. Eli understood how much this meant to Hannah and wished her well in her
prayers to God. 

God blessed Hannah with a baby boy. She and her husband named him, Samuel,
because she had asked God for him. Hannah was so happy she had a son, and she
remembered the promise she had made to God if only He would give her this miracle of
a baby. She had promised to give her first child back to God to serve in the work of God.
She was so happy to finally have a child and be able to give him to God for use in God’s
work. 

When Samuel got bigger, his mother took him back to the tabernacle to live with Eli.
Samuel as a young child was learning obedience. He learned that obedience can pro-
duce happiness and joy. Disobedience produces the opposite of happiness. Samuel
became Eli’s helper and served God for the rest of his life. 

Samuel understood why he had to be gone from his parents. Samuel was obedient to his
parents and went to work at the tabernacle under Eli. Samuel was a good helper for Eli. 

As Samuel grew, Eli taught him many things. Samuel became God’s prophet and instruct-
ed the people.

Ask: Do you think it was hard for Samuel to leave his parents and go to live with Eli?

Say: Yes, but his parents had taught him to respect their wishes and taught him to be obedi-
ent. They loved Samuel but they wanted their son to serve God in a special way.

Ask: What does the word honor mean?

Say: Honor means to show respect and obey. 

Ask: How did Samuel obey his own parents?

Say: Samuel worked for Eli as they had told him to do.

Ask: How can we obey our parents?

Say: We can do what they ask us to do—like making our beds, brushing our teeth, etc.

Ask: Will God be happy and bless us if we obey and have respect for our mother and father?

Say: Yes, and our memory verse reminds us of a promise God gives in the Fifth
Commandment. It’s in Exodus 20:12: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days
may be long upon the land....” When we obey God, we are promised to live a long life.
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LESSON APPLICATION:
Play “Honor Cube” game and/or make an “Honor Your Mom and Dad” placemat

“Honor Cube” game:
Supplies: Pictures of children helping

Box to make cube

Prepare: Find pictures of children doing six chores, such as feeding the pet, washing the pet,
washing the car, raking leaves, emptying the dishwasher, washing dishes, taking out trash,
making your bed, pulling weeds, dusting, sweeping, playing with baby, carrying gro-
ceries, folding towels and picking up toys.

Use a box or make a six-sided cube and glue a picture to each side of the cube. 

Do: To play the game, have children take turns and toss the cube. The child will act out the
chore on top of the cube. 

Say: Doing chores is one way we obey our parents. 

Honor Your Mom and Dad placemat
Supplies: 12 by 9 inch construction paper

Clear contact paper cut to 11 by 14 inches (two per student)
Pictures of families and happy activities (from magazines)
Crayons or markers
Glue
Scissors
“Honor your father and your mother” (see end of lesson)

Prepare: Cut out pictures of children and families from magazines for children to use. For each
student, cut two pieces of clear contact paper that are 11 by 14 inches to form a front
and back cover for the placemat. 

Do: Give each child a 12 by 9 inch piece of construction paper and “honor your father and
mother.” Cut out “honor your father...” and glue it in the center of the placemat.

Give children time to select, trim and glue on pictures around the edge of the paper. Glue
them in place. Have precut pictures of favorite children’s things, happy memories and best
wishes from greeting cards. Child may also draw his favorite things on the paper. 

Cover construction paper (front and back) with clear contact paper. Trim as needed. Child
may give it to parent as a gift.



MUSIC:
Sing the following to the tune of “Are You Sleeping?”

Are you living?
Are you living?

The Golden Rule?
The Golden Rule?

Helping, sharing, loving,
Helping, sharing, loving,

Pleasing God,
Pleasing God.

MEMORY VERSE:
Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land....” 

Do: Divide the verse into two parts and repeat together as a class until memorized. 

ADDITIONAL ACTIVITY:
Supplies: Gold star stickers

The Family Activity sheet instructs parents to put gold stars on a weekly calendar to mark the days their
child honored them.

To encourage this activity, send 10 gold star stickers home with the Family Activity sheet.
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THE POINT: 
Samuel followed the Fifth Commandment and obeyed his mother and father.

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Have your child talk about the Fifth Commandment and what it means to him.

Put gold stars on a weekly calendar to mark the days your child honored you. Praise your child for liv-
ing this commandment and reassure your child that God knows and sees what he or she does.
Rehearse ways in which you noticed your child living up to the commandment.

MEMORY VERSE: 
Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land....”
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ART PAGE

HONOR YOUR
FATHER AND 

YOUR MOTHER.


