
Level 3 • Unit 9 • Week 3

GOODNESS

OBJECTIVE:
The student will learn the importance of expressing the godly trait of goodness towards one’s neighbor.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Arch Book, The Good Samaritan

Say: Today in class we are going to read a story about the parable often referred to as “the Good
Samaritan.” This parable is found in the 10th chapter of Luke.

Ask: Who has ever heard the parable about the good Samaritan?

Do: Allow those students who have heard this parable to give a brief account of what they
remember.

Read the Arch Book entitled The Good Samaritan or read it from another Bible storybook.

BIBLE LESSON:
Supplies: Posterboard

Marker

Prepare: Write out the following scriptures on the poster board:
Galatians 5:22-23; Psalm 145:9; Luke 10:27

Say: In this parable we read that a man, who knew God’s law very well, was asking Christ how
one can be in God’s Kingdom. This man quoted Scripture saying, “You shall love the LORD

your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your
mind, and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). This man wanted to know who his neigh-
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bor was. This man only showed goodness towards his friends and towards the people he
liked. Christ then told a parable that would clearly show who his neighbor was. 

Do: Display Luke 10:27.

Ask: How many men walked by the injured man refusing to help him?

Say: Two men who could have, and should have, helped this man walked by ignoring his need.
These men were teachers of God’s way, yet they did nothing to help the injured, dying man.

Ask: Who stopped to help the injured man? 

Say: Yes, the Samaritan stopped to help this man. The injured man was a Jew. The Jewish people
and the Samaritan people did not get along. The Jewish people showed great hatred toward
the Samaritans and did not treat them nicely.

Ask: Why do you think the Samaritan stopped to help this injured Jew? He knew Jews treated his
people badly.

Say: The Samaritan reflected the godly quality of goodness. Goodness is one of the fruits of God’s
Holy Spirit that we’ve been learning about. 

Do: Display Galatians 5:22-23 and read aloud.

Ask: What is goodness?

Say: When you express the godly quality of goodness, you are making a choice to do good
towards someone else. Expressing goodness towards another person takes effort on your part.

Ask: Did the priest try to show goodness? Did the Levite try to show goodness?

Are we to judge who is worthy of our goodness and who is not? Should we express goodness
to everyone whom we come into contact with?

Do: Display Psalm 145:9. Read aloud: “The LORD is good to all, and His tender mercies are over
all His works.”

Say: God is good to all. God shows goodness towards all people. Not one of us is worthy of
God’s goodness. Yet God’s love is so pure that He abundantly pours out His goodness on us.
God expects us to express and reflect His goodness to all whom we come into contact with.
Doing good towards everyone regardless of the circumstances will not be easy. If it were
easy, everyone would express goodness towards others. You have to make a choice to do
good towards others.

Page 2
L3U9Wk3



Page 3
L3U9Wk3

Ask: Do you think the Jew’s opinion about Samaritans was changed because of the help he
received? Do you think we can change others’ opinions about God and His people if we
show goodness towards them?

What can you start doing to reflect the godly quality of goodness to others? Could you take
the opportunity to help a new student at school? Could you stand up for and befriend a
classmate that everyone has teased?

LESSON APPLICATION:
Choose to serve a charity in your community. It might be a homeless shelter, food bank or another
charity that needs help. Look in your local telephone book.

One possibility is to have your class make donations to a homeless shelter. See if the children in the
class can earmark the bags for children. You may also choose to have the students decorate the
“Goodness Bags” they will be filling. The students may also choose to write a short letter to enclose in
each bag.

Consider the size of your class to decide how many “Goodness Bags” your class can reasonably fill. 

Supplies: Brown paper bags (“Goodness Bags”)
Markers
Crayons
Stickers (for decorating bags)

Prepare: Write “Goodness Bag” in large letters on the paper bags so the children can see it clearly.
Write a parent letter to explain the particulars of your service project.

Say: Today we reviewed the parable about a Samaritan who was willing to help another man who
was in need. Though he could have considered him an enemy, the Samaritan had compas-
sion on this man and extended goodness to him.

We, too, are to extend goodness to all whom we come into contact with regardless of
whether the person is young, old, black, white, crippled or healthy. God expects us to reflect
the godly trait of goodness.

There are many people who are in need of our goodness in this world. We can help people
who don’t have a place to live at a homeless shelter. We can help people who don’t have
enough food to eat by helping at a food bank where food is collected.

Do: Hold up an empty “Goodness Bag” for the students to see.

Say: We are going to put together “Goodness Bags” for children who might be in need in our
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community. To put together these “Goodness Bags” is going to require you to make a choice
to express goodness. I do not have anything here with me to put into our “Goodness Bags.”
You will have to choose to gather some items together this week to put into the “Goodness
Bags” for the children who might be in need.

Ask: What are some different things that we might want to put into these bags for children who
do not have a home?

Do: Lead the students to understand that these children need basic items (toothbrushes, tooth-
paste, comb, brush, shampoo, etc.).

Say: Now that we have some ideas of what will be helpful to these children, you will need to col-
lect some of these items and bring them in next Sabbath. Next Sabbath after services we will
put all of the items that you bring into our “Goodness Bags.” [Tell the students how many
bags you are planning to fill so they will bring in plenty to fill all the bags.]

After we fill all of the “Goodness Bags” next Sabbath, I will take them to the homeless shel-
ter where homeless children will receive them. 

Do: Hand out to each student the parent letter explaining the “Goodness Bag” project.

MUSIC:
Sing the following to the tune of “Frere Jacque.” Or sing “I Sing the Mighty Power Of God,” verse 2 in
the United Church of God hymnal.

Fruits of the Spirit, 
Fruits of the Spirit,
Love, peace, joy,
Love, peace, joy,

Patience, kindness, goodness,
Faithfulness and gentleness,

Self-control,
Self-control.

MEMORY VERSE:
Luke 10:27 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.”



THE POINT: 
The importance of expressing goodness towards our neighbor.

ASK ME…
• To tell you the parable of The Good Samaritan.

• What is goodness.

•How I can express goodness towards my neighbor.

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Discuss how you and your family might be able to help your community, family, neighbors or church
members who might be in need. Might your family be able to schedule a time when you as a family
can go and serve?

MEMORY VERSE:
Luke 10:27 “You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.”
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