
Level 3 • Unit 9 • Week 2

LOVE

OBJECTIVE:
The student will learn that love is the most important godly trait we can express toward one another.
The parable of the prodigal son illustrates God’s love.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Poster board or paper

Marker
Tape

Do: Tape the poster board or paper to the wall. 

Say: Every day we have a new chance to choose the way we’re going to feel and behave. 

Ask: What are some of the emotions we may feel? 

Do: Write these on the poster board or paper on the wall. Some suggestions may include anger,
surprise, love, joy, irritation, frustration, happiness, puzzlement, boredom, excitement, lazi-
ness and so on.

Say: Let’s look at these and rate them either negative or positive emotions. 

Do: As the students rate these emotions put a minus (–) or plus (+) sign beside each emotion.

Ask: Which of these emotions would you like to have all the time? Why?

Say: Positive emotions are good because they produce happiness for us and for others. 

Ask: But which emotion is the most positive? [Let the students guess.]
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Say: Let’s see what the Bible says. Put your hands on your heart when you know!

Do: Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13 and 1 John 4:19.

Ask: What is the best positive emotion? [Let students answer.]

Say: Yes, love. God tells us the greatest of these is love.

BIBLE LESSON:
Say: I am going to read you a story that Jesus told long ago. This story has been called “the

Prodigal Son.” This story will help us better understand the subject of love.

Ask: Do you know what the word “prodigal” means? 

Say: Prodigal means one who wastes things carelessly. As I read the story, listen to see what hap-
pens when the young man carelessly wastes all his money.

Do: Read the story of the prodigal son from the Arch Book by that name by Concordia (ask for
the book in a Christian bookstore) or from a children’s Bible storybook or from Luke 15:11-
32.

Say: This young man wanted to go off and enjoy all the things he thought he was missing at
home. He thought life at home was boring and he longed for more excitement. So he asked
his father for his inheritance. This is money he knew he would receive when his father died.
The father loved his son and hated to see him leave. The young man set off to be free and
do whatever his heart desired. 

Ask: What happened to all the money the young man had?

Say: Yes, he wasted it, not saving any of it. Before long he had no money and was hungry, with
no place to stay. He didn’t even have any friends. He had to hunt for a job. 

Ask: What type of job did he find? 

Say: Yes, the only job he could find was feeding swine, which are pigs. He was still hungry, and
no one cared about him.

Ask: So what did he decide to do? How do you think the son felt about going home?

Say: Yes, he probably felt ashamed of himself, but he knew his father’s servants were treated bet-
ter than he was, and they had food in their stomachs. He would go home and beg forgive-
ness from his father and tell him he had sinned against heaven and him. 
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Ask: What was his father’s reaction when he saw his son?

Say: His father was extremely happy to see his son because he loved him and had missed him.
He hugged and kissed his son. The young man was ashamed and told his father he was no
longer worthy to be called his son and just wanted to be as one of his hired servants. His
father just ignored these words. 

Ask: How did the father show his love for his son?

Say: They celebrated with a party. He put his best robe on his son, put a ring on his finger, san-
dals on his feet and killed a calf to eat. He was joyful because he thought his son was dead,
but now knew he was alive.

Ask: How did the older son feel when he found out his brother was home?

Say: He was upset and angry. He knew his brother had wasted all his money, and here his father
was giving him a party! Why, his father had never given him a party like this! But his father
told him he had always been there with him and everything he owned was his. He had been
a faithful son. Now was the time for both of them to rejoice because his brother who had
been dead was alive. He was once lost and now was found. The father was filled with love
and compassion for his son whom he had missed. He forgave his son for leaving him,
spending all his of money and behaving in a dishonorable way.

Ask: Do you know what the father meant when he said his son was dead and is now alive, once
lost and now found?

Say: The father may have thought his son was dead. When his son came home, he was happy to
find out his son was alive. The father also thought his son was lost to him when he left
home. He felt his son no longer wanted to be part of his family. The father was overjoyed to
have his son come home and become part of his family again. He was no longer lost, but
found. No matter how disappointing his son’s actions, the father loved him.

Jesus told this story to His disciples and wanted them to learn a lesson from this story. We all
sin, and if we continue in a sinful way of life, we are lost. We need to ask God to forgive us
of our sins and to obey God and His commandments. He is a forgiving God. He wants to
forgive us. All we need do is ask with the right attitude. We are alive or found if we turn to
God and His way of life. 

Ask: How did the young man change from the beginning of the story compared to the ending?

Say: The young man thought he wanted to be free and live a wild life. His attitude changed. He
became very humble and thankful for his family. He became a loving son to his father. 
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Say: As this father loved and forgave his son, God loves and forgives us for our sins. God is love
and He gave His son as a sacrifice for our sins.

Ask: Why do you think love is the greatest emotion we can feel?

How does a loving attitude affect how we treat others? 

Say: Love is the greatest emotion we can feel. Being loved and giving love makes us feel safe and
secure. Love makes you feel all complete inside. Love shows great compassion toward
someone or something. Love shows concern and caring toward others. All of us want to feel
loved.  We feel good about ourselves when we treat others with lovingkindness.  We need to
ask God to fill us with His love. God’s love is not selfish. It is the way of giving. It is the way
of LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.

LESSON APPLICATION:
Supplies: Bible

Bowl of honey
Colorful cake sprinkles
Paper plates
Banana for each child
Craft sticks
Knife

Do: Place the food items and supplies on a table. Cut bananas in half. Hand each child a craft
stick, half a banana and a paper plate.

Say: Choosing to live with a loving attitude and heart is something to celebrate. Knowing that
God loves us is also something to celebrate. We’re going to make “banana sparklers” to
remind us how love makes our lives sparkle!

Do: Have the students peel their banana and poke the stick up through one end of the banana.
Be careful the students don’t pop the stick out the side of the banana. Have the students roll
or dip the bananas in honey, then sprinkle the fruit with the sprinkles.

Say: God wants us to make our light shine, just like these “banana sparklers,” by showing love
and forgiveness to ALL.

Do: Eat and enjoy!

MUSIC:
Sing: “O That Men Would Praise Their God,” pages 42-43 in the United Church of God hymnal.
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MEMORY VERSE:
1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”

Say: Abide means to stand fast and do these things. God wants us to grow in the faith we have in
Him and know that what He says is the truth. God is our hope. In God we have the hope of
being in the Kingdom of God through the resurrection. God is LOVE, and He wants us to
express our love to all people just as He does, including our enemies. Since God shows us
great mercy and forgiveness, we must also show mercy and forgiveness to others.

Do: Practice saying the memory verse.



THE POINT:
God is love. Love is the most important godly trait we can express toward one another.

ASK ME...
• Tell me the story of the prodigal son.

• What did you learn from this story?

• What is the greatest emotion that we can express toward one another?

• How does love make you feel?

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Visit someone in a nursing home.

Grow a garden and give some of the produce to the elderly and those who don’t have a garden.

Invite over someone you don’t get to see very often or don’t know very well from your congregation.

Clean the yard, garage or home of someone who needs help. Maybe someone needs help planting a
garden.

Make and take something special (cards, cookies, drawing) to someone who needs encouragement. 

MEMORY VERSE:
1 Corinthians 13:13 “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”
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family activity


