
Level 3 • Unit 8 • Week 3

JOSIAH KEEPS GOD’S FEASTS

OBJECTIVE:
To show the faithfulness and dedication of King Josiah in leading the nation of Judah to turn to God by
keeping His law and His Holy Days.

ATTENTION GETTER
Prepare: Prior to the class make up a “scroll of the law” with the following scriptures on the inside:

Leviticus 23:4-8; 26:2-4, 14-17. On the outside of the scroll write “The Book of the Law.” 

Do: Before class, hide it in the classroom somewhere. Once the class is present, ask the students
to imagine they are in the temple of God.  Tell them that they are in one of the storage
rooms in the temple and ask them to look around to see what they can find. Tell them if
they find anything to be sure to bring it to you.

Ask: What have we found?

Say: We’ve found a scroll that contains the books of the law of God. Let’s read what has been
written on this scroll. 

Do: Read, or have one or more of the students read, what is written on the scroll.

Ask: If you found this scroll while rummaging around in the temple of God, what would you do
with instructions and warnings that you found on the scroll? Would you try to follow them
or would you ignore them?

Say: In ancient times in the kingdom of Judah, a scroll containing the law was found. In today’s
lesson, we’re going to look at that story, and the actions taken by the king when he heard
the words written on the scroll.

Page 1

SABBATH SCHOOL
United Church of God • An International Association

L3U8Wk3

Preteen Sabbath Instruction Program — Teacher’s Outline



BIBLE LESSON:
Say: Josiah was the son of a wicked king of Judah named Amon. Amon was an evil king who did

evil in the sight of the Lord. He served idols and broke God’s commandments. He was king
of Judah for only two years when he was assassinated.

Upon his death, Josiah, Amon’s eight-year-old son, became the king of Judah. He served as
king for 31 years, and God gives him a great compliment as his story is recorded in 2 Kings.

Do: Read 2 Kings 22:2.

Say: In Josiah’s 18th year as king, repair work was being done on the temple. Carpenters, builders
and masons were on the job to fix the damaged portions of the house of God.

Overseeing the project was Hilkiah the high priest. In the course of the construction work,
the book of the law, the first five books of the Bible, was found. Hilkiah, the high priest,
showed the book to Shaphan the scribe. Shaphan read the book and realized that it was very
important. It was so important that Shaphan wanted to take the book to the king.

Ask: Why would the book of the law be important? What instructions did God give Israel in the
book of the law? [The Ten Commandments, instructions about clean and unclean meats, the
Holy Days, etc.]

If they found the book in the temple, do you think that they were following God’s instruc-
tions about how to live? 

Say: It appears that Israel was not aware of God’s instructions. It was as if what they found in the
book of the law was new to them.

Shaphan took the book of the law to the king and read it to him. When King Josiah heard
the words of the book of the law, he tore his clothes.

Ask: Why do you suppose the king tore his clothes upon hearing the book of the law read? [Let
the children respond and then turn to 2 Kings 22:13 which helps us understand why the
king was so upset. The king realized that they were not living by God’s commandments and
they were missing God’s blessings.]

Say: At the time of King Josiah, there was a prophetess named Huldah who lived in Jerusalem. A
prophet (a man) or prophetess (a woman) is a person through whom God speaks to His peo-
ple. King Josiah sent his aides to Huldah the prophetess to find out how God was reacting to
the people of Judah not following His commandments revealed in the book of the law.

Do: Read 2 Kings 22:16-17.
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Ask: Was God going to punish Josiah who was upset that Judah wasn’t living the way God
instructed them?

Do: Read 2 Kings 22:18-20.

Say: King Josiah heard about the way God wanted His people to live from the book of the law.
He could see from how his people acted that they were far from God. He also heard that
God would bless the people for obedience and would curse them for breaking God’s law.
He knew that the people of Judah were worshiping other gods, not keeping the Holy Days,
not keeping the Sabbath and breaking the other Ten Commandments. He knew God must be
angry and that God would punish Judah unless they began to do what was right.

Josiah could have ignored God’s instructions and left things the way they were.

However, King Josiah recognized that he, as the leader of the kingdom, needed to bring
about reforms in the kingdom so that the nation would follow the book of the law and God
would not punish them.

Let’s look at what Josiah did. [This is a summary of 2 Kings 23:1-20, 24-25.]

1. King Josiah gathered the leaders of the nation and went up to the house of the Lord. They
were accompanied to the temple by the priests, prophets and people of Jerusalem.

2. With the king and this group of people gathered in the temple, the king read the words of
the book of the law, also called the “Book of the Covenant.”

3. After reading what God commanded, the king and the people entered into a covenant or
agreement with God (2 Kings 23:3).

4. The king then commanded that the land be cleansed of idols, false worship and the
priests of the false gods.

Ask: What does it mean to enter into a covenant with God? 

Say: It means to begin to be obedient to God. In return for obedience, God would pour out bless-
ings upon those who follow Him. God would also punish those who don’t live up to the
covenant or agreement.

Ask: After the king cleansed the land, what did he command the people to do next? To find the
answer, let’s read 2 Kings 23:21-23 and 2 Chronicles 35:17.

What can we learn from the example of Josiah? [Let the children respond.] Listed below are
some possible answers:

• Josiah began to seek God as a young man of 16 (2 Chronicles 34:3).
• When he learned from the Book of the Law what God required, he was willing to enter

into a covenant with God.
• He quickly responded to God by removing the worship of idols from the land.



• He also began to live by God’s commandments as shown by keeping the Passover and the
Days of Unleavened Bread.

We can look at the example of King Josiah and we can see how we should live.

LESSON APPLICATION:
Supplies: Large pieces of construction paper 

Crayons 
Glue 
Jewels or sequins
Stapler

Prepare: Trace a pattern of a crown on each piece of construction paper.

Say: We have talked about King Josiah today who led the people of Judah back to God. To
remind us of this king, we’re going to make crowns. 

Do: Students can cut out crown and then decorate it by coloring it or by gluing on the jewels or
sequins. Make sure each crown fits the child’s head and staple each crown.

MUSIC:
To help us remember King Josiah’s willingness to lead Judah to live God’s way of life once he learned
of the book of the law we’re going to sing the first stanza of “Turn Thou From Evil” (page 82 in the
United Church of God hymnal).

Turn thou from evil, do what is good; seek peace, pursue it earnestly.
Upon the just are the eyes of God; His ears are open unto their cry.
But the Eternal’s face is against those who are evil, doers of wrong;

He cuts remembrance off from them, cuts their remembrance from the earth.

MEMORY VERSE:
2 Kings 23:25 “Now before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart,
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise
like him.”
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THE POINT:
To show the faithfulness and dedication of King Josiah in leading the nation of Judah to turn to God by
keeping His law and His Holy Days.

ASK ME...
• How old was Josiah when he became king? (2 Kings 22:1)
• How old was he when he began to seek God? (2 Chronicles 34:3)
• What was found in the temple during a period of repair work? (2 Kings 22:8)
• How did King Josiah become aware of the book of the law? (2 Kings 22:9-10)
• When the king heard the words of the law, how did he respond? (2 Kings 22:11)
• Were the people of Judah following God? (2 Kings 22:13)
• What did Huldah the prophetess tell Josiah’s aides? (2 Kings 22:15-20)
• King Josiah led the people in entering into a covenant with God. What does it mean to enter into a

covenant with God? (2 Kings 23:3)
• What did Josiah do to cleanse the land of false worship of God? (2 Kings 23:4-25)
• What festivals did Josiah command to be kept? (2 Kings 23:21-23; 2 Chronicles 35:17)

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Discuss how your child can be like King Josiah and can enter into a covenant with God.

MEMORY VERSE:
2 Kings 23:25 “Now before him there was no king like him, who turned to the LORD with all his heart,
with all his soul, and with all his might, according to the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like
him.”
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