
Level 3 • Unit 7 • Week 2

WHO IS THE GREATEST?

OBJECTIVE:
To teach the students, from Jesus Christ’s own example, that we are to learn humility and think of oth-
ers as more valuable than ourselves. We have not been called to know God’s plan because we are bet-
ter than those who do not understand. We are called now to learn about God, His laws and His plan
so we can serve in God’s Kingdom as teachers with Jesus Christ. God’s mercy and grace, and His gift
of eternal life in His family, are what make us valuable.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Three chairs lined up in the front part of the room

Three “royal robes” (robes or large bath towels and safety pins) 
One paper crown

Do: Choose one of the students ahead of time to be “queen” and wear one robe and the crown.

Say: Let’s take an imaginary journey across the ocean to England. Everyone stand up, put your
arms out and pretend you are an airplane flying over the water. Okay, now we are there,
everyone be seated. There are many interesting things to see in England, but the most excit-
ing place to visit, I think, would be Buckingham Palace. There we might get to see the
queen of England herself. Let’s rent a car and go find the palace.

Do: Instruct the students to pretend they are driving a car.

Say: Did you know they drive on the left side of the road in England instead of on the right side
like we do? That would be hard to get used to, so be careful and watch out. There is
Buckingham Palace now. Let’s park our cars.

Say: Now, picture in your minds how elegant the inside of the palace might be, as we pretend to
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walk into one of the big ballrooms. What fancy things are you imagining you would see?
[Let students respond—statues, chandeliers, giant staircases.]

Do: At this time, have the student “queen” take her seat in the middle chair.

Say: Oh, look! We are going to get to see the queen. Here she is right now. 

Do: Point to the queen. 

Say: Isn’t she elegant in her robe and her crown?

Guess what our next surprise is! One of the guards has told me to choose two students, one
to sit on the right side of the queen and one to sit on the left. What an honor!

Do: Choose two students, put the robes on them and instruct them to sit in the chairs to either
side of the queen.

Ask: Would it make you feel very important to sit next to the queen of England?

Say: It would be an experience you would never forget! You would look forward to telling your
friends how great it was to sit next to the queen.

Ask: Each one of you would like to be chosen to sit next to the queen, wouldn’t you? Just being
there in the room with her would be pretty exciting in itself.

Now let’s come back to our city and think about our journey and see if there is anything we
can learn from the experience.

BIBLE LESSON:
Say: When Jesus Christ was here on the earth, He used every opportunity to teach. As He taught

His disciples about God’s laws and plan of salvation, He also talked to them about His own
death and how He would be resurrected after being in the grave three days and three nights.

Do: Read Mark 8:31.

Say: The elders, priests and scribes were the religious leaders at that time. Jesus was saying that
they would not believe what He was teaching, and He would have to suffer a cruel death by
their hands. Though He talked often about His death and resurrection, the disciples did not
fully understand what Jesus meant and how much pain He was really going to have to
endure.

One day when Jesus and His disciples were on the road to Jerusalem, He took His 12 main
disciples aside and began to teach them again about the things that would happen to Him.
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Turn in your Bibles to Mark 10:33-34, and let’s read what He said. 

Do: Have the students read the verses. Talk about verse 34, emphasizing the suffering Jesus was
to endure. You might explain “mock” and “scourge.”

Say: Two of the disciples, James and John, came closer to Him and asked a question. They said,
“Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”

Ask: That seems like a pretty bold statement to say to Jesus, doesn’t it? Would you go to your
Mother or Father and say that? Would you expect them to do whatever you asked? What
would you ask for? 

Say: We think it would be nice for our parents to give us whatever we want, but they are wiser
than we are and they know what is best for us. Sometimes they can grant our wishes, but
sometimes they know that what we are asking for will not help us learn the way of God.

Going back to our story, let’s see what the disciples wanted from Jesus.

Mark 10:37 says they asked Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the
other on Your left, in your glory.” They knew Jesus was going to be a king in the future
Kingdom of God. They were asking Him to choose them to be the next most important peo-
ple in the Kingdom—the ones who would sit on His right and on His left. They knew that
would be a great honor, just as we imagined sitting next to the queen of England would be.
But did they really understand what it meant to be chosen to sit next to the king?

In Mark 10:38 Jesus told them they did not really know what they were requesting. He asked
them if they would be able to endure the suffering and cruelty that He was about to go
through. [The Living Bible makes this more clear.]

Of course, they answered, “yes.” They thought they were ready to do anything to follow
Jesus. Jesus let them know that they too would be treated badly by some as they tried to
teach God’s way of life.

Jesus went on to show them the attitude that they had to learn in order to be good teachers.
That attitude is “humility.”

He let them know that their request to sit on either side of Him when He became king was a
request He could not grant. In Matthew 20:23, where Matthew records the same story, Jesus
said, “…but it is for those for whom it is prepared by My Father.” Jesus showed that He was
under the authority of His Father, who made the final decisions about leaders in the
Kingdom.

Leadership will be given to those who learn to be teachers and then stay faithful in obeying
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God until Christ returns no matter what trials they have to endure.

Ask: What is an attitude of “humility”? Does anyone know what humility or being humble
means? 

Say: Having humility means you do not think of yourself as better than anyone else or deserving
of a better reward then anyone else. In Mark 10:42-44, Jesus explained to the disciples how
they were to learn humility. 

Do: Read Mark 10:42-44.

Say: Humility comes from learning to serve others. Jesus compares it to being a slave. A slave is
someone’s servant. A slave’s job is to serve the master. A slave doesn’t tell others what to do,
but does the work himself. He obeys those who ask him to do things and does the best job
he can do.

Do: Have a student read Mark 10:45.

Say: Jesus told His disciples that He came to set them the right example. Jesus’ life was an exam-
ple of service. He healed people who were sick, taught them the right way to live and taught
them about God’s plan of salvation. He did not think of Himself as too good to give His life
for us, and that was His greatest service to mankind, making it possible for us to some day
be a part of the family of God.

Jesus Christ set us an example of humility. This example teaches us that we are to learn to
serve others by putting them first. As we develop this attitude of humility and service, we
will be able to be with Christ in His Kingdom.

Remember when I said just being in the room with the queen of England was exciting? Well,
being in the Kingdom of God with Jesus and God the Father will be the greatest experience
that you can imagine. We are not to be concerned with what seat or job we will have in the
Kingdom, but that in being there we can humbly serve others.

LESSON APPLICATION:
Play “Bible Bingo.” This game can be played individually or in teams. Playing as teams will be faster
because the students can take turns looking up scriptures.

Supplies: Copy of bingo card for each player or each team
Two cards for each subject are provided (cut apart as needed) 
Coins, buttons or M&Ms for markers

Directions: On the bingo cards are scriptures about haughtiness (pride) or being humble (lowly). Have
each student or team choose one of the subjects to look for. When the teacher says, “Start,” each stu-



dent or team can start looking up the scriptures on their card. If the verse mentions the subject they are
looking for, they can place a marker in that space. The first to have three markers in a row must call
out, “We are learning God’s way!” to win.

MUSIC:
Sing the first verse of the song, “Seek Ye First” from the United Church of God hymnal. The second
verse contains new words that reinforce the message of today’s lesson.

Seek ye first the Kingdom of God
and His righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you,
al-le-lu, al-le-lu-ia

Humble and meek our attitude must be
to learn and teach God’s way.

Christ showed us by the life He did lead
And by the price He did pay.

MEMORY VERSE:
Mark 10:43b-44 “…But whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And who-
ever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.”
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THE POINT:
To learn from Jesus Christ’s own example that we are to learn humility and think of others as more
valuable than ourselves. We have not been called to know God’s plan because we are better than
those who do not understand. We are called now to learn about God, His laws and His plan so we
can serve in the God’s Kingdom as teachers with Jesus Christ. God’s mercy and grace, and His gift of
eternal life in His family, are what makes us valuable.

ASK ME...
• Which two disciples asked Jesus a question about sitting on Jesus’ right and left? (James and John.)
• Why did they ask that question? (To have a job as “boss” in the Kingdom.)
• According to Jesus, who is it that decides leadership in the Kingdom? (God the Father.)
• What attitude must we learn to be in the Kingdom with Jesus Christ? (Humility.)
• What is humility? (Not thinking of yourself as better than anyone else or deserving of a better reward

than anyone else.)
• What did Jesus do as the ultimate act of humility? (He died on the cross to pay the penalty for our

sins, that we may have eternal life with Him in the Kingdom.)

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
We often think of a slave or servant as a lower-class citizen whose job is to do whatever we tell them.
Have a discussion with your child about just what it means to be a servant so they will have a bal-
anced understanding of what Jesus meant when He told us to be a servant or slave. 

Talk about the people in your lives who are serving you—teachers at school; the workers in the school
lunchroom; the mechanic who works on your car; the farmer who grows the food you eat; your minis-
ter who teaches about God’s way; you, as parents, who are teaching them to become responsible
adults; the president of the United States; etc.

Have your child make a list of ways he/she can serve at home, at school and at church. Encourage
them to read their list often and put service into practice.

MEMORY VERSE:
Mark 10:43b-44 “…But whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And who-
ever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all.”
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