
Level 3 • Unit 7 • Week 1

PETER’S DREAM

OBJECTIVE:
Some scriptures in the Bible are misunderstood because only part of the story is told. Peter’s dream in
Acts 10 is often used to to say all food is clean and God says we can eat meat from all animals. When
we read the whole story, however, we find that it teaches us that everyone is valuable to God, and any-
one—Jew or Gentile—who learns and accepts His truth and obeys it can be a part of God’s family in
the future.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Square piece of fabric or baby blanket (approximately 30 inches square)

Variety of small toy animals
Index cards with the words God spoke to Peter written on it— “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.... 

What God has cleansed you must not call common” (Acts 10:13-15).

Do: Choose five students to help with the demonstration (if your class is small, ask five teens or
adults to help): one to read the words God spoke and the other four to hold the corners of
the “sheet” as you bring it down in the middle of them.

Have the four students stand and make a square. Hold the “sheet,” with the animals inside
it, four corners together, high in the middle of them. Talk about them having a dream about
a sheet coming down out of heaven (bring the sheet down and hand each student a corner
of it to hold, revealing the animals inside). Tell them the other student is reading the words
of God and have him/her read the words on the card. 

Ask: What would you think if God told you to kill and eat all of these animals, even the unclean
ones?

Do: Allow response and then have the students sit down.
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BIBLE LESSON:
Say: Sometimes there are scriptures in the Bible that seem to teach one thing, but are really

teaching something else. Many people use these scriptures to believe wrong things about
God and His laws. Today we are going to read one of those stories about Peter in Acts 10
and see what he learned from God.

Let’s turn in our Bibles to Acts 10 and I will start reading the story. 

Do: Read verses 1-8. 

Say: So Cornelius sent these three men to find Peter, just as the angel told him to do. Now let’s
read what Peter was doing. 

Do: Students read three verses each, verses 9-17.

Ask: Can you describe this vision that Peter had? 

Say: Some try to use this vision to say God has made all meat “clean,” and we no longer have to
eat according to the law of clean and unclean meats as the ancient Israelites did. But this is
not what these scriptures are saying. Peter evaluated the vision in the light of God’s law—he
gave the right answer every time. He said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never eaten anything
common or unclean.”

But others will argue that verse 15 says God has “cleansed” all these animals and now they
are clean. 

But is that what God was really saying? Let’s let Peter tell us what he learned from this
vision. 

Do: Read verses 18-27. 

Say: So, Peter is now at the house of Cornelius. In verse 28 he begins to explain what he learned
from the vision. 

Do: Have a student read verse 28. 

Say: “Common” means spiritually impure or unholy, and “unclean” means ceremonially impure.
To be able to give sacrifices, the Jews had to perform certain ceremonies to make themselves
“clean.” They did a lot of washings of their hands and clothes and utensils before offering
sacrifices. Because the Gentiles did not do these things, they were considered “unclean” or
“common” [unholy] by the Jews.

In this verse Peter tells us what he really learned from God: God said he was not to call any
man “common” or “unclean.” He explains more in verses 34 and 35 [have students read].
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God was telling Peter, and is telling us today as well, that everyone is valuable to Him, and
He does not consider any one group of people more naturally valuable than another.
Anyone, Jew or Gentile, that learns and accepts His truth and obeys it, can be a part of
God’s family in the future. Peter’s vision had nothing to do with what we should or should
not eat.

Peter then went on to teach the people that were gathered at Cornelius’ house about Jesus
and His sacrifice for all of mankind and about God’s plan of salvation. All of the Gentiles in
the house who heard Peter’s message received the Holy Spirit that day and were baptized.
The idea of anyone, Jew or non-Jew, receiving salvation was something very new at this
time. But God wants us to know His desire is for everyone to be a part of His Family when
Jesus Christ returns and sets up God’s Kingdom here on the earth. Every person is valuable 
to God! 

LESSON APPLICATION:
Play “Bible Baseball” game.

Supplies: A copy of each baseball field and two copies of questions
Copy of the baseballs (cut out one ball for each team)
Tacks or sticky putty

Do: Divide the class into two teams. Pin the baseball fields to a bulletin board or stick on the
wall with putty. Give each team a copy of the questions. 

Determine which team is to go first. Have team members take turns “at bat,” having each
student choose which question he/she wants to answer. 

If they can answer the question without looking up the scripture, they can advance two
bases. If they answer the question, but have to look in their Bible, they advance one base. As
a question is used, have each team mark it off.

Use a tack or the sticky putty to move each team’s baseball around the diamond. When the
“ball” makes it around to home plate, a run is scored. Keep score for each team. Ask each
team one of the bonus questions. Allow them to discuss the answer as a team. An extra
home run is earned if the team can answer their bonus question. After all the questions are
answered, the team with the most runs is the winner.

Answer Key:
1. Cornelius
2. an angel
3. three
4. on the housetop
5. all kinds of animals
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6. “Rise, Peter, kill and eat.” “What God has cleansed you must not call common.”
7. false
8. three times
9. gentiles
10. true
11. true
12. fear God and work righteousness
13. Jesus Christ
14. false

MUSIC: 
Sing “All People That on Earth Do Dwell,” p. 123 of the United Church of God hymnal (or teacher’s
choice). Or sing the following to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O.”

Oh, Peter had a dream one day,
A great sheet from heaven came down.

“Take, eat, for all is clean,
Take, eat, for all is clean,
Take, eat, for all is clean,”

A voice spoke with renown.

Oh, Peter learned God’s message strong.
God’s love is there for all.
Salvation is for everyone,
Salvation is for everyone,
Salvation is for everyone,
No matter great or small.

MEMORY VERSE:
Acts 10:35 “But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”



BIBLE BASEBALL: PETER’S DREAM

Questions:
1. What was the name of the centurion who lived in Caesarea? (Acts 10:1)

2. Who told Cornelius to send men to Joppa to get Peter? (Acts 10:3, 5)

3. How many men were sent to Joppa? (Acts 10:7, 19)

4. Where was Peter when he was praying? (Acts 10:9)

5. In Peter’s dream, what was in the sheet that came down out of heaven? (Acts 10:12)

6. What did the voice from heaven say to Peter? (Acts 10:13, 15)

7. True or false? Peter said, “OK, Lord. I guess now I can eat all kinds of meat.” (Acts 10:14)

8. How many times was the sheet brought down from heaven and taken up again? (Acts 10:16)

9. Were Cornelius and his family Jews or Gentiles? (Acts 10:1)

10. True or false? According to Jewish law, it was unlawful for a Jewish man to keep company with or
go to the house of a Gentile. (Acts 10:28)

11. True or false? Cornelius and his family obeyed God. (Acts 10:2)

12. What must each person do to be accepted by God? (Acts 10:35)

13. At Cornelius’ house, who did Peter teach them about? (Acts 10:36-38)

14. True or false? Those who heard Peter’s sermon that day said they would wait and be baptized at
another time. (Acts 10:48) 

**Bonus Home Run Questions**
Let each team answer one of these bonus questions.

1. What do the words “common” and “unclean” mean?

2. What was the real meaning of Peter’s dream?

Page 5
L3U7Wk1



THE POINT: 
Some scriptures in the Bible are misunderstood because only part of the story is told. Peter’s dream in
Acts 10 is often used to say all food is clean and God says we can eat meat from all animals. When we
read the whole story, however, we learn these scriptures teach us that everyone is valuable to God, and
anyone—Jew or Gentile—who learns and accepts His truth and obeys it can be a part of God’s family
in the future.

ASK ME...
• Were Cornelius and his family Jews or Gentiles? (Gentiles)

• What was the Jewish law concerning Gentiles? (Jews were not to keep company with or go to the
house of a Gentile because they were considered unholy or unclean.)

• What lesson did God teach Peter by this dream? (All people are valuable to God and salvation is
offered to everyone.)

• After Peter taught them about Jesus, His sacrifice and plan of salvation, what did he do to them? (He
baptized them.)

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Have your child tell you the story of Peter’s dream and discuss it with them. Be sure they understand
what God was telling Peter and, just as important, what He was not telling Peter.

MEMORY VERSE: 
Acts 10:35 “But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”
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