
Level 3 • Unit 10 • Week 2

TRUE REPENTANCE

OBJECTIVE:
To teach the students the importance of having humility and true repentance in order to be right with
God. We see this in the parable Christ told about the Pharisee and the tax collector.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Chalkboard and chalk or whiteboard with dry-erase marker

Prepare: Write “Ture Repantance” (that is, misspell “true repentance”) on board.

Say: Today we’re going to talk about the importance of true repentance. 

Do: Show board with “Ture Repantance.” Hopefully, one or more will notice the mistakes and
will be smiling or giggling or raising their hands to let you know.

Ask: Is something wrong? [Let students tell of the mistakes in spelling “true repentance.”]

Say: Oh, no! I really made some mistakes didn’t I! I am so sorry! I’ll just take this eraser and wipe
out the wrong letters and write in the correct letters. [Erase and correct.]

You know, this makes me think even more about repentance, our subject for today. 

Ask: Does anyone know what repentance is? [Let students answer.]

Say: That’s right. Repentance is saying you’re sorry when you’ve sinned and, even more, repen-
tance—true repentance—is changing. Think about my mistakes on the board. I said I was
sorry, but that didn’t fix the problem. I needed to erase it and put in the right letters.
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BIBLE LESSON:
Say: It’s the same thing with repentance. 

Ask: But what are the mistakes that we must repent of? Is God concerned about whether I spelled
“true” correctly? What is God really concerned with? [Let students answer.]

Say: We need to repent when we disobey one of God’s laws. Give me some examples of God’s
laws. [Let students give examples.]

Excellent! I’m impressed with how well you are learning God’s Commandments! We are to
put God first in our lives. We are not to serve idols or false gods. We are not to take God’s
name in vain. We are to keep the Sabbath holy. We are to honor our parents. We are not to
murder. We are to be faithful to our husband or wife. We are not to steal. We are not to lie.
We are not to covet what isn’t ours.

That’s basically the Ten Commandments, isn’t it? Christ explained that the Ten
Commandments could actually be summed up as two great commandments. Let’s turn to
Matthew 22:35 and read about it. 

Do: Let students take turns reading through verse 40.

Say: Those are pretty tall orders, aren’t they! To love God with every ounce of our being and to
love others as we love ourselves!

Ask: Do you think there might be anybody—anybody EVER—who could say they never sinned?
Anybody who could say they never made a mistake? [Let students answer.]

Say: Only one person—Jesus Christ. Everybody else has made mistakes—sinned—lots and lots of
times! But what’s sad is that some people don’t see that. Jesus told a story about someone
who was like that. He told this parable, or story, because He knew that some people trusted
in themselves and thought that they were righteous and looked down on others.

Two men, he said, went up to the temple to pray. One was a Pharisee. Pharisees in Jesus’s
day were the ones who people considered very good. The other was a tax collector. Also
called a publican, tax collectors were considered very bad. Tax collectors in those days often
cheated people and took more in taxes than they should have.

The Pharisee stood and prayed like this with himself, “God, I thank You that I am not like
other men—who lie, steal and cheat—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I
give tithes of all that I possess.”

But the tax collector, standing far away, would not even raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his
chest, saying, “God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”
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Ask: What do you think about these two people? Who do you think had a right relationship with
God? [Let students comment about the story.]

Say: The tax collector knew and admitted he had sinned. He asked for God’s mercy and forgive-
ness. But the Pharisee? The Pharisee certainly wanted to be righteous. But he was so proud
and confident in himself that he couldn’t see that he had any sins! Jesus said that the
Pharisee was one of those who trusted in himself, rather than God, that he was righteous. It
was as if his prayer was just him talking to himself!

Let’s read in Luke 18:14 what Jesus said about these two people. “I tell you,” Jesus said, “this
man [the tax collector] went down to his house justified [made right with God] rather than
the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

So that’s a good starting point for repentance. We have to be humble—open to the possibility
that we’ve made a mistake. Just like I had to be willing to look at the board and see that I
had misspelled true repentance, right? We need to be humble, realizing that all people,
including each of us, sin. 

When we recognize that we’ve sinned—that we’ve disobeyed God—our next step is to say
we’re sorry. Do you think this can be the kind of “sorry” that we might say to a brother or
sister or friend when we really don’t mean it, but our mother or father says we have to? No
way! We have to really mean we’re sorry! Our apology, our repentance, has to be heartfelt!
Like the tax collector’s in the story Jesus told.

After I apologized for making that spelling mistake, I erased the mistakes. 

Ask: But can we erase our mistakes, our sins? [Let students answer.]

Say: Yes, our sins can be erased by God. Only God can forgive our sins. When we’ve told God
how truly sorry we are for disobeying Him, God will erase our sins—wipe them out com-
pletely. The Bible says it’s as if your sins were bright red but God can make them white like
snow (Isaiah 1:18). He will take away your sins as far as the east is from the west (Psalm
103:12)! That’s a great erasing job!

Ask: But what if, after my mistakes on the board were erased, I made the very same mistakes
again? You might wonder if I really had meant that I was sorry, right? 

Say: And it’s the same way with true repentance. When God has forgiven us our sins, He wants
us to turn around and do right, to obey Him. He doesn’t want us to repeat the same old sin.
He wants us to change and obey Him. 

And that’s why baptism is so important. Along with the commitment a person makes at bap-



Page 4
L3U10Wk2

tism, God gives the power of His Holy Spirit so that we have the strength and ability to obey
God. When a baptized person sins—and people who are baptized do still sin—they need to
ask God to forgive them again. And God is so loving and merciful that He will!

LESSON APPLICATION:
Have students make a puppet to retell the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector (see illustration
below).

Supplies 5-inch cardboard tube (from toilet paper, paper towels, foil, etc.) 
3 by 5 inch cardboard (to use in making hair)
Yarn for hair
Scissors
Glue
Construction paper/felt/fabric scraps
Crayons or markers
5-inch chenille wire for puppet’s arms

1. Use crayons or markers to draw face on tube.

2. Cut clothing pieces from felt, fabric or 
construction paper. Glue to tube.

3. Make hair by winding yarn around 5-inch 
cardboard. Remove cardboard. Tie yarn in the middle. 
Cut yarn loops. Spread yarn out and glue to top of tube.
Trim for hair style.

4. Punch arm holes in sides of tube. Insert chenille wire.
Bend wire to make hands.

5. Cut feet from construction paper and glue to tube.

MUSIC:
Sing “They Are Blest Who Are Forgiven,” verse 1, from the United Church of God hymnal, page 70.

MEMORY VERSE:
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”



THE POINT: 
It is necessary to have humility and true repentance in order to be right with God. We see this in the
parable Christ told about the Pharisee and the tax collector.

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Ask your child to use his or her puppet to tell you the story about the Pharisee and the tax collector.

Read together Christ’s parable about the unforgiving servant in Matthew 18:21-35. Discuss why God
says we must forgive others if we want to be forgiven ourselves.

MEMORY VERSE: 
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.”
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family activity


