
Level 3 • Unit 10 • Week 1

BAPTISM AND THE LAYING ON OF HANDS

OBJECTIVE:
To help students understand why the Church of God baptizes and practices the laying on of hands
using the stories of Peter and Philip (Acts 8:14-17; 26-39). Baptism represents cleansing (forgiveness)
and the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus and ourselves. With the laying on of hands after bap-
tism, God gives His Holy Spirit.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Supplies: Pitcher

Sprinkle-type watering can 
Basin, labeled “swimming pool” 
Whiteboard and marker, chalkboard and chalk or paper and marker

Prepare: Label the basin “swimming pool.”

Do: Have the pitcher, watering can and basin in front of the class. Write the word “dunk” on the
board or paper.

Ask: If you were told you would get to “dunk” your Sabbath school teacher, which would you
expect to use? This pitcher, this watering can or—let’s pretend this basin is a swimming
pool—this swimming pool? [Let students respond.]

Say: You’d probably need to use the swimming pool or something like it. Because that’s what
“dunk” means. It means you have to go completely under water. Sprinkling or pouring water
might get me wet, but I still wouldn’t be dunked.

Do: Write the word “baptizo” on the board or paper.

Say: Here’s a Greek word for “dunk.” 
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Ask: What word do we use in Church that comes from this Greek word? [Let students respond.]

Say: That’s right—baptism. Baptism means dip into or immerse.

Some other churches “baptize” their members by sprinkling or pouring water on them. But
when you understand what the word means, you know that sprinkling or pouring water on
somebody doesn’t baptize them anymore than sprinkling or pouring water on me would be
dunking me.

BIBLE LESSON:
Supplies: Bible atlas (optional)

Say: In fact, how we baptize tells us a lot about what baptism means. Has anyone ever heard of a
“burial at sea”? Sometimes you might hear of servicemen in the Navy who have died being
given a burial at sea. Instead of being buried in a cemetery like most people, their body is
pushed overboard into the sea. The body is buried by water instead of by dirt.

This is what baptism teaches us. Baptism reminds us of the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. When someone comes to see that his way of living has been wrong and he
repents—we’ll cover repentance in our next lesson—and he wants to have Jesus Christ’s sac-
rifice applied to him, he can be baptized. When someone is baptized in God’s Church, the
person is put completely under the water. The person doesn’t stay under water for long, but
still this represents the death and burial of the old self, the old way of living that was disobe-
dient to God’s laws. The person that comes up—the person that is resurrected—is the “new
man” or woman who wants to obey God.

There are many examples of baptism in the Bible.

The story I’d like to tell you today takes place in the early days after the Church had been
started. The Church had received God’s Holy Spirit on that first Pentecost after Christ’s cruci-
fixion and resurrection. Twelve of the disciples were now called apostles because they were
“sent.” They had a mission to take Christ’s message to the world. And now others besides the
apostles were being given work to do. We can read in Acts 6 how the apostles selected
“seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom” who would be able to
help the Church (verse 3). One of those chosen was Stephen. We remember him because he
was the first martyr in the Church. Does anyone know what “martyr” means? It means some-
one who dies for his beliefs. Stephen was stoned to death.

After Stephen was stoned to death, there was a lot more persecution of the Christians.
We read in Acts 8:3-4: “As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every
house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. Therefore those
who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.”
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And one of those who went preaching the word was Philip—another of the seven that the
apostles had chosen. He went to Samaria and preached. And then, let’s read verse 26. 

Acts 8:26 “Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, ‘Arise and go toward the south
along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’ This is desert [or a deserted
place].”

Do: If you have a good Bible map, consider showing the students Jerusalem, Gaza and Ethiopia.

Say: Let’s continue in verse 27. 

Acts 8:27 “So he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authori-
ty under Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had
come to Jerusalem to worship, was returning.”

So this was a pretty important person! He was responsible for the treasury and reported
directly to the queen! But he knew about God. He respected Israel’s God and acknowledged
Him as the true God, even if he wasn’t an Israelite.

Acts 8:28-31 “And sitting in his chariot, he was reading Isaiah the prophet. Then the Spirit
said to Philip, ‘Go near and overtake this chariot.’

“So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, ‘Do you under-
stand what you are reading?’

“And he said, ‘How can I, unless someone guides me?’ And he asked Philip to come up and
sit with him.”

The Ethiopian realized that he needed some help to understand some of the Bible. He need-
ed a guide. So Philip climbed into the chariot, and the chariot continued on its way with
Philip and the Ethiopian reading the Bible together.

Acts 8:32-38 “The place in the Scripture which he read was this: ‘He was led as a sheep to
the slaughter; and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so He opened not His mouth. In His
humiliation His justice was taken away. And who will declare His generation? For His life is
taken from the earth.’

“So the eunuch [this Ethiopian] answered Philip and said, ‘I ask you, of whom does the
prophet say this, of himself or of some other man?’

“Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

“Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, ‘See,
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here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?’

“Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.’ And he answered and said, ‘I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.’

“So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water, and he baptized him.”

This Ethiopian man had a yearning to better understand God’s Word. God sent a representa-
tive of His Church to give him knowledge about Jesus Christ. The man was moved to want
to make the commitment of baptism.

After we repent of our sins and ask forgiveness through Christ’s sacrifice, we can be bap-
tized. And when we come up out of the water we are forgiven and completely clean of sin.
Forgiveness is one gift that comes upon baptism. But there is another, very important gift. 

We can also read about this special gift in Acts 8. Earlier Philip had preached to the people
of Samaria. There both men and women were baptized. Let’s read in verse 14.

Acts 8:14 “Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received
the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them, who, when they had come down,
prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. For as yet [it] had fallen upon none
of them. They had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid hands
on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.”

After baptism, the minister puts his hands on the head of the baptized person and prays, ask-
ing God to give His Holy Spirit to that person. The gift of the Holy Spirit makes that person a
child of God and gives him or her the power to obey God and overcome sin. Without God’s
Spirit, we would be like the children of Israel, who knew God’s laws but didn’t have the
heart to obey. God not only forgives our past, He makes it possible for us to obey in the
future!

LESSON APPLICATION:
Supplies: White paper (heavy enough to be used with watercolor paints

White crayon
Watercolor paints and paintbrushes
Cups (such as 8 oz. yogurt containers) for water 
Paper towels

Prepare: Use white crayon to write the memory scripture on the paper for each student. Press firmly.

Do: In class, let students use watercolor paints to paint/decorate the paper. The message in white
crayon will now show up! Let dry.



MUSIC:
Sing “Go Ye Therefore Into All the World,” verse 1, from the United Church of God hymnal, page 85.

MEMORY VERSE:
Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’”
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THE POINT: 
The Church of God baptizes because baptism is necessary for forgiveness and represents the death,
burial and resurrection of Jesus and ourselves. With the laying on of hands after baptism God gives His
Holy Spirit. We read about Philip and the Ethiopian, and about the Samaritans and the laying on of
hands (Acts 8:26-39, 14-17).

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
As a family, read Christ’s parables about counting the cost (Luke 14:27-32) and discuss the commit-
ment of baptism.

Discuss why baptism is reserved for adults.

Read Romans 6:3-11 together.

MEMORY VERSE: 
Acts 2:38 “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.’” 
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family activity


