
Level 2 • Unit 8 • Week 1

THE SPRING FESTIVALS

OBJECTIVE:
To review God’s seven festivals and to focus on the spring festivals and their meanings.

ATTENTION GETTER:
Play “Festival Hopscotch.”

Prepare: A hopscotch game in advance using
either writing with chalk on concrete or
writing with a marker on a roll of brown
wrapping paper. Write each event in a
square, single or paired according to the
layout on the right.

Say: Let’s play a game of hopscotch. Who
wants to start?

Do: Let the students play hopscotch, but
with a few differences. Each child takes
a turn starting with “Passover.” Give
each player a pebble to toss onto one of
God’s special days. Have the child then
tell what he or she knows about that
day. Be ready to help out with a simpli-
fied meaning, such as given in the les-
son below. 
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BIBLE LESSON:
Ask: Does anyone know these days in order without looking at the hopscotch game? What festi-

val comes first?

Say: Here’s an easy way to remember them: PUPTATL. Each letter stands for the first letter of each
festival: Passover, Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles and Last
Great Day.

Ask: Did you know that most of the Holy Days of God’s calendar have more than one meaning?

Say: The Holy Days are kept differently since Jesus’ death. I’ll read the old way the Israelites kept
them and then you can raise your hand to help me tell how we keep them today.

FESTIVAL/PAST OBSERVANCE: HOW WE KEEP THEM NOW:

PASSOVER
The Israelites killed lambs and marked Jesus taught that the Passover focuses on
their doors with the blood of the lambs. His death for our sins. He gave His disciples
Because of the Egyptians’ unleavened bread to symbolize His
stubborn refusal to free the body and wine to picture His blood.
Israelites, a death angel slew the He added another practice that helps
firstborn of each house that did not us show that we care for one another:
have lamb’s blood on the doorposts. Washing one another’s feet. 
The Israelites were “passed over” so
the lives of Israel were spared. 

NIGHT TO BE OBSERVED
The night after Passover was an We observe this evening with a 
Israelite celebration of thanks to God special dinner in appreciation for God’s
for rescuing them from bondage. On rescuing us from the “bondage” of sin. We
that night they escaped from Egypt and also thank God for showing us His Way.
slavery and left to follow God!

DAYS OF UNLEAVENED BREAD
The Israelites fled from Egypt in a For this week only, leavening is used
hurry without giving their bread dough a to picture sin or bad things that we
chance to rise. They ate unleavened need to get rid of. We avoid regular 
bread as God commanded. breads and things made with leavening.

As we put these things out of our homes
we learn it takes effort to get rid of sin or
spiritual leavening as well.
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PENTECOST
The ancient Israelites had their first The people called during this age are
harvest of the year in late spring or known as God’s “firstfruits.” On this
early summer. This produce was called day we learn that the firstfruits will be
their “firstfruits.” older brothers and sisters to the

many people called later to be a part
of God’s big family after Jesus returns!

FEAST OF TRUMPETS
The Israelites blew trumpets on this Trumpets will sound to prepare for the 
day. Trumpets were used to warn of return of Jesus. Wars will be taking place, but 
attacks at a time of war and to gather at the sound of the seventh trumpet the dead
the people. saints will come back to life. Joined by Christians, 

still alive at that time, they will be made spirit beings! 
They will help make God’s Kingdom on earth a safe 
and happy place for everyone.

DAY OF ATONEMENT
God gave a ceremony using two This day of fasting helps us to understand why
goats to remind the Israelites there everyone needs to repent and accept the sacrifice of 
needed to be a payment for their sins Jesus. When Jesus returns, Satan will be bound and
and that there was a source of sin who removed so he won’t be able to spread his bad, 
needed to be taken away from the camp. unhappy ways.

FEAST OF TABERNACLES
The Israelites celebrated the We keep these seven days in temporary
Feast of Tabernacles at the time of   “homes” in celebration of the coming
their fall harvest. They were reminded Millennium when Christ rules on earth. There
that they dwelt in temporary dwellings will be a large “harvest” of people into
or tabernacles until they entered God’s way.
the Promised Land.

LAST GREAT DAY
Special ceremonies were held at the This day pictures the time when all who 
temple involving pouring water. ever died without knowing God’s 

truth will rise from the dead. They will 
be taught God’s way as God’s Spirit is 
poured out on all and all who are willing will 
have a chance to live forever!

Say: God’s festivals held special meaning for the ancient Israelites and hold even greater meaning
for us today. Each event leads up to the next event, looking forward to the time that God’s
Kingdom will be set up for the peace and happiness of all. 
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Ask: Does anyone know which days are the spring Holy Days?

Say: The Passover, Night to Be Observed and Days of Unleavened Bread occur in the spring.
Pentecost comes soon afterward in early summer. God calls these times festivals and wants
us to celebrate them with rejoicing and with feasting.

The Passover reminds us of the special love that Jesus and His Father have for us and that
Jesus gave His life to pay the penalty for our sins. God wants to forgive us.

During the spring Holy Days, we get rid of leavened bread to symbolize putting away sin or
wrongdoing. So it’s a good time to try out recipes that don’t have leavening in them as a
special treat. Let’s try out this simple dessert or snack that can be eaten during the Days of
Unleavened Bread or on any other festive occasion.

LESSON APPLICATION:
Supplies: Clothes hanger (one per student)

Yarn
3-by-5 inch index cards
Hole puncher

Do: Make a festival mobile from a clothes hanger, some yarn and several items drawn on index
cards to picture each of God’s special days.

Give your child seven index cards. Use a hole punch to make a hole in each card. Attach
the cards with yarn at varying levels on the hanger. Have him/her write the name of each
day at the top of the card and then draw something that symbolizes that event. Here are
some examples:

Passover A lamb, or some bread and wine
Unleavened Bread A matzo cracker or other unleavened bread
Pentecost The number 50 (days between Unleavened Bread and Pentecost)
Trumpets A trumpet or pictures of war
Atonement Two goats facing opposite directions, or an empty plate
Tabernacles A lion with a child, or a harvest scene
Last Great Day Large group of people leaving a graveyard with new life

MEMORY VERSE:
Leviticus 23:4 “These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations [gatherings] which you shall pro-
claim at their appointed times.”
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MUSIC:
Teach the song, “Do You Know God’s Feasts?” by Ruthie Brown and Mark Graham (see end of lesson
for music).

DO YOU KNOW GOD’S FEASTS?

(Group 1) Do you know God’s feasts in the spring and in the fall?
(Group 2) I am happy to say that I can name them all.

(Group 1) Can you find where they’re written down for us to see?
(Group 2) They’re recorded in Leviticus chapter twenty-three.

(Group 1) What’s the fourteenth day of the first month in the spring?
(Group 2) It’s the Passover of Jesus Christ the king.

(Group 1) On the fifteenth day, can you tell me what begins?
(Group 2) Days of Unleavened Bread mean getting rid of sin.

(Group 1) Can you count fifty days from the wavesheaf offering?
(Group 2) That is Pentecost when the Holy Spirit came.

(Both) Then the months go by and we watch the summer go.
But there still are four more Holy Days to know.

(Group 1) On the first day of the seventh month, what do we learn?
(Group 2) It’s the Day of Trumpets when Jesus will return.

(Group 1) And the tenth of the month is what Holy Day?
(Group 2) It’s the Day of Atonement, when Satan’s put away.

(Both) Next the Feast of Tabernacles is a time of happiness.
When Christ will reign and the world will be blessed.

(Group 1) On the Last Great Day, what does God have in mind?
(Group 2) He will offer salvation to all of mankind.

(Group 1) Do you know God’s feasts in the spring and in the fall?
(Group 2) I am happy to say that I can name them all.

(Both) And the seven feasts which God gave man
Are the seven steps in God’s eternal plan.

Can be sung with the choir divided into a question group and an answer group or all together.



THE POINT:
God’s Holy Days held special meaning for the ancient Israelites and hold even greater meaning for us
today. Today’s lesson emphasized the spring festivals of Passover and Unleavened Bread.

ASK ME…
• What are God’s spring Holy Days? Passover, Unleavened Bread and Pentecost
• What is the “word” that can help us remember the Holy Days in order? [Answer: PUPTATL: Passover,

Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Trumpets, Atonement, Tabernacles and Last Great Day.]

FAMILY TOGETHER TIME:
Let your child(ren) help you make some unleavened treats (crackers, cookies, etc.). Plan to give some
as Holy Day treats to the elderly at church.

MEMORY VERSE:
Leviticus 23:4 “These are the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations [gatherings] which you shall pro-
claim at their appointed times.”
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family activity
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